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• The attack on Mr. Hoover 
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The long tenure and advanced age 
of the FBI's famous and widely revered 
director, J. Edgar Hoover, has posed 
an increasingly painful administrative 
dilemma. • ' . ■ • 

How long should a vital agency be 
dominated by any one man, no matter 
how. capable? 

Even admirers of Mr. Hoover might 
privately have hoped that some time 
since he would have bowed to time and 
gracefully stepped down, resting on a 
proud record. Even his critics, apprais- 
ing the full record, might regret that, 
after so long a time, the storm clouds 
should be gathering over him. 

The resolution of this problem — al- 
ways a delicate personnel matter with 
raucous political overtones — has been 
compounded by two developments. 

information disclosed in the files stol- 
en from the FBI’s Media office has 
raised questions as to whether the activ- 
ities of the federal investigative agency 
have exceeded proper bounds in a dem- 
ocratic society. And now the waters 
have been additionally roiled by the 
categorical accusation — as categorically 
denied — that the FBI has tapped con- 
gressmen’s telephones. 

If the latter charge were true, . of 
course, Mr. Hoover should be instantly 
dismissed. House Majority Leader Hale 
Boggs (D-La), who made the charge, 
should produce his proof promptly or 
tender a full apology to the FBI director. 
If he does not do either, he will stand 
branded of demagogy. 

|n the meantime, Mr. Boggs has not 


helped his position by first accusing Mr. 
Hoover of using “the tactics of the So- 
viet Union and Hitler’s Gestapo’’ then 
clearly retreating by paying homage to 
him as a “dedicated and able public 
servant” and “a man whose fairness and 
patriotism are unquestionable.” 

A “fair man” using Gestapo tactics? 
How absurd. 

, Beyond this intemperance, there is 
the curious feature that Mr. Boggs has 
not been supported by others in the con- 
gressional Democratic leadership in his 
charges of wiretapping. Nor, for that 
matter, has there been so far any rush 
of congressmen to support his charges. 
But it is due Mr. Hoover and it is due 
Congress that the charge either be sup- 
ported or withdrawn. 

What could happen, however, is sim- 
ply that the murky controversy that has 
arisen over administration of the FBI 
will be deepened. It may be more diffi- 
cult to get the needed examination of 
certain features of FBI operations. It 
will certainly be more difficult for the 
76-year-old Mr. Hoover to retire, grace- 
fully, now— as he should be encouraged 
to do — under the kind of attack Mr. 
Boggs has made, so far without proof. 

. From any viewpoint, this is an un- 
fortunate business. As normal proced- 
ures, the command at the FBI should be 
changed from time to time. And in these 
abnormal times, the whole apparatus of 
domestic intelligence clearly should be 
subjected to tighter controls and re- 
view. 


